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Playwright Agreement (“Agreement”) between __________________________________________ 
(“Playwright”) regarding the play submitted to AACT NewPlayFest entitled 
_________________________________________ (“Play”), and the American Association of Community Theatre 
(“AACT”). 

Background 

1.​ AACT created NewPlayFest, a national playwriting program designed to identify, support, and promote new works 
by playwrights across the United States. Through this program, winning plays are produced by selected 
community theatres nationwide and published in an anthology. 

2.​ In furtherance of NewPlayFest, AACT has entered into a prior agreement (the “Publishing Agreement”) with The 
Dramatic Publishing Company (“Publisher”) on behalf of participating playwrights. This Publishing Agreement 
establishes the terms and conditions governing publication and applicable royalty rates (attached as “Exhibit A” 
and incorporated herein by reference). 

3.​ The Playwright is strongly encouraged to review Exhibit A in full and, if desired, consult legal counsel prior to 
executing this Agreement. 

The parties agree as follows: 

1. Playwright Representations and Warranties 

The Playwright represents and warrants that: 

1.​ The Play has not received a fully realized production. 
2.​ The Play has not been previously published. 
3.​ The Playwright is the sole owner of the Play and has the authority to enter into this Agreement. 
4.​ The Play does not infringe upon any copyright or other rights and contains no unlawful or defamatory material. 
5.​ No existing agreement or obligation conflicts with the rights granted in this Agreement. 
6.​ The Playwright will take no action, and will not fail to take any action, that would interfere with AACT, the 

Publisher, or the Producer in exercising the rights granted under this Agreement or Exhibit A.  

2. Selection Process 

The Playwright acknowledges that all decisions made by AACT regarding the selection of winning plays are final. 

 
3. If the Play is Selected 

If the Play is selected as a winning entry in NewPlayFest, the Playwright agrees to the following: 

3.1 Production License 

The Playwright will grant a license to the selected producing community theatre (“Producer”) to perform the Play at a 
royalty of $100 per performance, with a minimum of three (3) performances. Performances will take place between June 
2027 and December 2028. 
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3.2 Workshop Participation 

The Playwright agrees to participate in an in-person workshop with the director and cast, facilitated by an AACT 
dramaturg. 

1.​ The workshop will last at least three (3) days; 
2.​ It will occur approximately three (3) or more weeks prior to opening; and 
3.​ The Producer will provide reasonable housing and transportation. 

3.3 Script Changes 

Any changes must be approved in writing by the Playwright. All approved changes remain the property of the Playwright. 

3.4 Billing and Credit 

The production will be billed as “An AACT NewPlayFest World Premiere.” 

The Producer will receive “Original Production” credit in future publications but will not receive royalties from future 
productions. 

3.5 Production Responsibility 

The Playwright understands that the Producer is responsible for artistic and production decisions. AACT is not responsible 
for the quality or execution of the production, and the Playwright releases AACT from any related liability. 

3.6 Promotion and Recording 

AACT and/or the Producer may record or photograph excerpts of the Play (up to seven (7) minutes) for promotional 
purposes. These materials may be used in marketing, fundraising, and publicity, provided no party receives compensation 
beyond reimbursement of reasonable expenses. The Playwright agrees to reasonably assist in promotional efforts. 

4. Publication and Publishing Agreement 

If selected, the Playwright agrees to be bound by the Publishing Agreement (Exhibit A), which governs all publication, 
licensing, and royalty terms related to the Play. The Playwright acknowledges that the Publisher will have the rights 
outlined in Exhibit A, including publication of the Play in the NewPlayFest anthology and related licensing rights. 

5. Indemnification 

The Playwright agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless AACT, the Publisher, and the Producer from any claims, 
damages, or expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) arising from a breach of this Agreement. 

6. Assignment 

The Playwright may not assign or transfer this Agreement without prior written consent from AACT and/or the Publisher, 
as applicable. 

7. Notices 

All notices and payments will be sent to the Playwright at the address provided below. The Playwright is responsible for 
notifying AACT and the Publisher of any changes to contact information. 

 

2 



8. Artistic and Cultural Considerations 

If the Play includes subject matter outside the Playwright’s lived experience, the AACT assigned dramaturg may 
recommend consultation with appropriate cultural advisors. 

9. AACT Responsibilities 

In consideration of the above, AACT agrees to:  

1.​ Conduct the national NewPlayFest contest, including the use of qualified and diverse reviewers, tabulation of 
scores, and announcement of selection of producing theatres and winning scripts/playwrights. 

2.​ Negotiate participation and support of AACT NewPlayFest Program Partners:  Dramatic Publishing Company and 
the Jack K. Ayre and Frank Ayre Lee Theatre Foundation. 

3.​ Select qualified AACT member theatres as Producers to provide fully realized productions of the winning plays. 
4.​ Execute contracts with producing theatres and winning playwrights. 
5.​ Provide a qualified dramaturg to guide theatres and playwrights to facilitate workshopping of the scripts. 
6.​ Compile and publish a calendar of AACT NewPlayFest productions. 
7.​ Provide national promotion via websites, e-promos, social media, and new releases. 
8.​ Provide news release templates and guidance (as needed) for local promotion. 
9.​ Send one or more national AACT representatives to the opening festivities to add credibility and prestige to the 

occasion. This representative will be available to meet with producing theatre management, staff and patrons, and 
will participate in media opportunities as needed. 

10.​Promote sale of the AACT NewPlayFest anthology containing the winning scripts. 
 

10. Conduct and Organizational Values 

AACT is committed to a safe, inclusive, and respectful environment. If the Playwright or members of the Producing 
Theatre engage in unlawful conduct, discriminatory behavior, or create an unsafe working environment, AACT may 
terminate this Agreement immediately. AACT will make the final determination in such matters. 

11. Force Majeure 

If circumstances beyond the Producer’s control prevent the scheduled production: 

1.​ AACT may work with the Producer to reschedule within one (1) year; or 
2.​ AACT may designate another theatre to produce the Play. 

If neither option is possible: 

1.​ AACT will pay royalties to the Playwright in an amount equivalent to four (4) performances; and 
2.​ The Play shall still be included in the anthology 

12. Entire Agreement 
This Agreement, together with Exhibit A, constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes all prior 
discussions or understandings.  
 

13. Governing Law 
This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Kentucky.  
 

14. Effective Date 
This Agreement is effective on the date that the last party executes and delivers this Agreement to the other party. 
 
 
 

[Signatures below] 
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To evidence the parties’ agreement to this Agreement, each party has executed and delivered it on the date indicated by 
that party’s signature. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Playwright’s Signature(s)  If authorship is shared, all playwrights must sign.                               ​        ​                 ​ 
 
_______________________________________________________​ ​ ________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name(s)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 
 
_______________________________________________________     ​ ________________________________________________________ 
Name of Playwright designated to receive payment                                 ​ Social Security # for any payments 
  
_______________________________________________________       ​ ________________________________________________________ 
Playwright’s Street Address                                                                       ​ City, State, Zip Code 
  
_______________________________________________________       ​ ________________________________________________________ 
Playwright’s Email Address                                                                        ​ Playwright’s Primary Phone Number 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________       ​ ________________________________________________________ 
Quiana Clark-Roland, AACT Executive Director                                                   ​ Date 
 
_______________________________________________________       ​ ________________________________________________________ 
Email Address                                                                                             ​ Phone 
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American Association of Community Theatre 
AACT NewPlayFest 2028 | Production Agreement 

 
Production Agreement (“Agreement”) between ___________________________________________(“Producer”), 

__________________________________________________(“Playwright”), and the American Association of Community 
Theatre (“AACT”). 

Background 

1.​ AACT created NewPlayFest, a national playwriting program designed to identify, support, and promote new works 
by playwrights across the United States.  

2.​ As part of this process, Playwright entered into a Playwright agreement with AACT (“Playwright Agreement”) 
wherein Playwright agreed to enter Playwright’s play (“Play”) into the festival under certain terms and conditions. 

3.​ Furthermore, Producer entered into a Producer agreement (“Producer Agreement”) with AACT wherein Producer 
agreed to be a host facility for the production of the Play under certain terms and conditions. 

4.​ With both Playwright and Producer selected as part of AACT’s NewPlayFest process, this Agreement now 
enumerates the terms and conditions for the production of the Play at Producer’s facility.   

The parties agree as follows: 

1. Production Window and Scheduling Requirements 

The Producer agrees to present the Play within the AACT NewPlayFest production cycle. 

●​ The Play must be produced between June 1, 2027 and December 31, 2028. 
●​ This period reflects the 18-month exclusive production window established under AACT NewPlayFest rules. 
●​ The Producer shall notify AACT and the Playwright of the scheduled production month and year by May 1, 2027 

or no later than ninety (90) days prior to opening, whichever occurs first. 
●​ The Play will open in (month) ____________________________, 20____________ 

2. Production Commitment 

The Producer agrees to: 

●​ Mount a full mainstage production of the Play, including auditions, casting, rehearsals, design, and public 
performances with professional production standards appropriate to the producing theatre; and  

●​ Present a minimum of three (3) performances of the Play and pay a royalty of $100 per performance to the 
Playwright, via a check made payable to the Playwright.  

The Producer is responsible for all production budgeting, staffing, and execution. 

3. Script Integrity and Performance Requirement 

The Playwright retains full ownership of all text, dialogue, and structural content of the Play. 

The Producer agrees that the Play shall be presented substantially as submitted through AACT NewPlayFest. 

Accordingly: 

●​ No cuts, rewrites, substitutions, or alterations of text may be made without written consent of the Playwright; 
●​ Minor staging or performance adjustments that do not alter textual meaning may be made in the normal course of 

production; and 
●​ The script shall remain the authoritative performance text unless formally modified under Section 4. 
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The Producer acknowledges that no subsidiary rights, licensing rights, or future production rights in the Play are granted 
under this Agreement, except for the limited right to produce the Play as set forth herein. 

 

4. Script Revision and Locking System 

4.1 Pre-Lock Period 

Prior to Script Lock: 

●​ Either party may propose changes; 
●​ All changes require written approval of the Playwright; and 
●​ No change creates authorship or ownership rights for the Producer. 

4.2 Script Lock Definition 

The script shall be considered “locked” at the later of: 

●​ Fourteen (14) days prior to opening performance; or 
●​ Completion of the AACT dramaturgy workshop, if the workshop occurs within that 14-day window. 

4.3 Post-Lock Period 

After Script Lock: 

●​ No changes may be made unless approved in writing by BOTH the Playwright and the Producer; and 
●​ Any approved changes remain the sole intellectual property of the Playwright. 

5. Dramaturgy Workshop 

AACT shall appoint a dramaturg to support the development of the Play. 

The Producer agrees to host a three-day workshop involving: 

●​ Playwright 
●​ Director 
●​ Cast 
●​ Dramaturg appointed by AACT 

The workshop shall include a fully staged or fully blocked run-through and will occur approximately three (3) weeks prior 
to opening, subject to scheduling. 

The Producer shall provide reasonable housing and transportation for the Playwright. 

AACT shall be responsible for the dramaturg’s compensation. 

6. Credits, Billing, and Required Branding 

The Producer agrees to provide full and appropriate authorship credit to the Playwright in all programs, advertising, and 
promotional materials. 

All materials, including the program, must include: 

●​ The production will be billed as “An AACT NewPlayFest World Premiere.” 
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●​ Playwright credit in accordance with industry standard prominence, including that the Playwright’s name shall be 
no less than fifty percent (50%) of the size of the title and appear directly beneath the title on a line by itself. 

●​ AACT NewPlayFest logo. 
●​ The name “American Association of Community Theatre”. 
●​ Acknowledgment of the Jack K. Ayre and Frank Ayre Lee Theatre Foundation, as provided by AACT. 

7. Opening Night Obligations and Hospitality 

The Producer agrees to provide the following in connection with opening performances: 

●​ Reasonable housing and transportation for the Playwright 
●​ Up to eight (8) complimentary tickets for the Playwright, AACT, Dramatic Publishing, and the Foundation   
●​ Hospitality and access for AACT representatives 

8. Marketing, Reporting, and Media Coordination 

The Producer agrees to: 

●​ Provide performance dates, production photos, and promotional information to AACT upon request 
●​ Meet AACT marketing deadlines, including Spotlight magazine and other promotional outlets 
●​ Cooperate with national AACT NewPlayFest publicity efforts 
●​ Allow AACT to use production photos and related materials for promotional and educational purposes 

9. Production Contacts 

The Producer shall designate and provide contact information for: 

●​ Promotions / Marketing Contact 
●​ Production Manager Contact 

Including name, email, and phone number for each. 

10. Cast, Rehearsal, and Artistic Participation 

The Playwright may attend casting sessions, rehearsals, and performances. 

The Playwright may provide artistic input; however, final casting and production decisions rest with the Producer. 

11. Media and Promotional Rights 

AACT and/or the Producer may record, photograph, or excerpt up to seven (7) minutes of the production for promotional, 
educational, grant, and archival purposes. 

No party shall receive compensation for such use beyond reimbursement of reasonable expenses. 

12. Liability and Role Disclaimer 

AACT is not responsible for artistic decisions made by the Producer and shall bear no liability for production outcomes. 

13. Force Majeure 

If circumstances beyond the Producer’s control prevent the scheduled production: 

●​ AACT may work with the Producer to reschedule within one (1) year; or 
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●​ AACT may designate another theatre to produce the Play. 

If neither option is possible: 

●​ AACT will pay the Playwright royalties equivalent to four (4) performances; and 
●​ The Play will be included in the AACT NewPlayFest anthology. 

14. Membership and Eligibility Requirement 

The Producer agrees to maintain active AACT membership and nonprofit status throughout participation in the AACT 
NewPlayFest program. 

15. Termination and Program Integrity 

AACT reserves the right to terminate participation in the program if any party engages in conduct that materially disrupts 
the program or is inconsistent with its mission. AACT shall determine what constitutes such conduct. 

16. Entire Agreement 

This Agreement, together with the Playwright Agreement and the Producer Agreement, constitutes the complete and 
integrated understanding of the parties with respect to AACT’s NewPlayFest program. 

17. Governing Law 

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Kentucky. 

18. Effective Date 

This Agreement is effective on the date that the last party executes and delivers this Agreement to the other party. 
 

 
To evidence the parties’ agreement to this Agreement, each party has executed and delivered it on the date indicated by 
that party’s signature. 
​
 
 
Producing Community Theatre Authorization 
 
_______________________________________________________​ _____________________________________ 
Producer’s Signature (President/Executive Director)​ ​ ​ Date 
 
_______________________________________________________​ _____________________________________ 
Printed Name                                                                        ​ ​ ​ Position​
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address, City, State, Zip 
 
_______________________________________________________​ _____________________________________ 
Email​ ​ ​ ​    Phone 
 
 
 
 
 

[Signatures continue on the next page]  
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Playwright Authorization 
 
_______________________________________________________​ _____________________________________ 
Playwright Signature(s) ​ ​ ​    Date​
If authorship is shared, all playwrights must sign. 
​
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print Name(s) 
​
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address, City, State, Zip 
 
_______________________________________________________​ _____________________________________ 
Email​ ​ ​ ​    Phone 
 
 
AACT Authorization 
 
_______________________________________________________​    ____________________________________ 
Quiana Clark-Roland, AACT Executive Director​ ​ Date 
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